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Again it was the National Government that was to blame; in laying the whiskey tax it had invaded the rights of the States, hotly declared the Republicans. "All that powerful party/5 Marshall bears witness, "which attached itself to the local [State] rather than to the general [National] government. . . considered ... a tax by Congress on any domestic manufacture as the intrusion of a foreign power into their particular concerns which excited serious apprehensions for state importance and for-liberty.'*1 The tariff did not affect most people, especially those in the back country, because they used few or no imported articles; but the whiskey tax did reach them, directly and personally.2
Should such a despotic law be obeyed? Never! It was oppressive! It was wicked! Above all, it was " unconstitutional" I But what to do! The agencies of the detested and detestable National Government were at work! To arms, then! That was the only thing left to outraged freemen about to be ravaged of their liberty!3 Thus came the physical defiance of the law in Pennsylvania; Washington's third proclamation 4 demanding obedience to the National statutes after his earnest pleas5 to the disaffected to observe the laws; the march of the troops accompanied by Hamilton6 against the insurgents; the
1 Marshall, ii, 200.           * /&., 238.           s Graydon, 372.
4  Sept. 25, 1794; Writings: Ford, xii, 467.
5  Sept. 15, 1792; Richardson, i, 124; Aug. 7,1794; Writings: Ford, xii, 445.
6  Hamilton remained with the troops until the insurrection was suppressed and order fully established.   (See Hamilton's letters to Washington, written from various points, during the expedition, from Oct. 25 to Nov. 19,1794; Works: Lodge, vi, 451-60.)